
 

    
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Course Descriptions (Organized by Date) 
 
JULY 22-23 (two-day courses) 
 
Course:  Coding and Analyzing Qualitative Data   
Scholar Instructor: Johnny Saldaña 
Dates:  Monday-Tuesday, July 22-23 
Being in conversation with qualitative data can include identifying ideas that spark meaning, insight, and 
sense-making. This two-day workshop focuses on a range of selected methods of coding qualitative data 
for analytic outcomes that includes patterns, categories, themes, processes, causation, and diagrams.  
 
The workshop will address: 

• Various coding methods for qualitative data (with an emphasis on interview transcripts) 
• Analytic memo writing 
• Heuristics for thinking qualitatively and analytically 

 
Manual (hard copy) coding will be emphasized with a discussion of available analytic software for future 
use. Workshop content is derived from Saldaña’s The Coding Manual for Qualitative Researchers (3rd ed., 
2016, Sage). 
 
 
Course:  Crafting Phenomenological Research: How Phenomena Can Take Shape 

in Various Contexts         
Scholar Instructor: Mark Vagle 
Dates:   Monday-Tuesday, July 22-23 

16th Annual 
Qualitative Research Summer Intensive 

July 22 – 26, 2019 
at the Carolina Inn in Chapel Hill, NC 

 

Hosted by:  
ResearchTalk, Inc.  

in partnership with  
the Odum Institute at UNC 



Phenomenology is a way for qualitative researchers to look at what we usually look through. It means 
being profoundly present in our research encounters, to leave no stone unturned, to slow down in order 
to open up, to dwell with our surroundings, and to know that there is “never nothing going on.” Because 
the philosophical ideas that underpin phenomenology can be abstract and sometimes elusive, this 
course will communicate these topics as concretely as possible. That is, the course will provide 
techniques, tools, and strategies for carrying out phenomenological research. We will use examples, 
anecdotes, and exercises to work through and navigate the craft. 
  
To learn about phenomenological research approaches, we will experience a series of data collection 
tools and strategies such as going on “phenomenology walks,” writing about lived experiences, and 
interviewing one another. We will explore Vagle’s five-component methodological process for 
conducting post-intentional phenomenological research—working to make sense of how our 
phenomena might take shape in various contexts: 
 

1.      Identify a post-intentional phenomenon in context(s), around a social issue. 
2.      Devise a clear, yet flexible process for gathering phenomenological material appropriate for 
the phenomenon under investigation. 
3.      Make a post–reflexion plan. 
4.      Explore the post-intentional phenomenon using theory, phenomenological material, and 
post-reflexions; and 
5.      Craft a text that engages the productions and provocations of the phenomenon in 
context(s), around a social issue. 

  
Finally, we will explore conventional and less-conventional ways to write up our research. 
  
A wide variety of methodological and philosophical texts and examples of phenomenological studies will 
be on hand for participants to read and discuss during the course. The course is based on Vagle’s book 
by the same name, Crafting Phenomenological Research (2nd ed., 2018, Routledge). 
 
 
Course: Implementation Research: Using Qualitative Research Methods to 

Improve Policy and Practice          
Scholar Instructor: Alison Hamilton 
Dates:   Monday-Tuesday, July 22-23 
Implementation research aims to integrate research findings into practice and policy.  In order to 
improve the quality and effectiveness of routine practice, implementation researchers collect qualitative 
data about the everyday behaviors and beliefs of practitioners and other professionals, stakeholders, 
and recipients of services.  During data collection, special attention is paid to factors that both facilitate 
and impede effective execution and implementation of programs and service delivery. The end goal is to 
increase the likelihood of uptake, adoption, implementation, and sustainability of evidence-based 
practices. 
 
To provide foundational knowledge and skill to help facilitate your own work, the course walks through 
critical components of building and carrying out an implementation research project: 

 Developing appropriate implementation research questions and specific aims 
 Determining when, why and how to apply conceptual models 
 Strategizing about study design 



 Selecting appropriate, feasible qualitative data collection methods 
 Executing qualitative analytic strategies 
 Generating timely, impactful implementation research products  

 
The application of methodological concepts will be illustrated via examples from implementation 
research in the context of varied settings such as healthcare organizations, educational institutions, and 
communities. 

 
Participants will be provided with materials and bibliographies to support the practice of qualitative 
methods in implementation research. The course will draw on material from the recently released 
National Cancer Institute white paper on which Dr. Hamilton is an author: 
https://cancercontrol.cancer.gov/IS/docs/NCI-DCCPS-ImplementationScience-WhitePaper.pdf. 
 
 
Course: Mixed Methods Research: Foundations for Design, Execution and 

Dissemination          
Scholar Instructor: Cheryl Poth 
Dates:   Monday-Tuesday, July 22-23 
Mixed methods research requires specialized skills that place qualitative and quantitative knowledge in 
a dynamic and deliberate conversation with each other yet also builds upon existing research skills in 
each realm. This course will engage discussions of perceived (and real) challenges when designing, 
executing, and disseminating mixed methods research. 
 
We will consider three key questions: 

1.      What distinguishes quality mixed methods research designs from other types of research? 
2.      How can researchers avoid common pitfalls when executing and publishing mixed methods 
studies? 
3.      What recent advances in mixed methods research can be incorporated into proposals, 
practices, and manuscripts? 
  

Knowledge of and experience with the issues raised in these questions will maximize the quality of your 
designs, feasibility of your procedures, and avenues for disseminating your completed mixed methods 
research. 
 
Participants are encouraged to bring a study idea or preliminary draft of a proposal or paper that they 
can explore during the workshop. Workshop content is derived from diverse sources including Poth’s 
text: Innovation in Mixed Methods Research (2018, Sage) and Poth’s open access article: The curious 
case of complexity: Implications for mixed methods research practices (2018, International Journal of 
Multiple Research Approaches, 10(1), pp. 403-411). A suggested reference list will be provided. 
 
 
Course: Orientation to Qualitative Inquiry           
Scholar Instructor: Margarete Sandelowski 
Dates:   Monday-Tuesday, July 22-23 
The focus of this course is on the highly diverse approaches to inquiry encompassed in what is 
commonly referred to as qualitative research. We will cover the philosophical/theoretical bases of and 
techniques associated with those qualitative research methods most commonly used in the practice 

https://cancercontrol.cancer.gov/IS/docs/NCI-DCCPS-ImplementationScience-WhitePaper.pdf


disciplines, including qualitative description, grounded theory, ethnography, and narrative methods. 
Exemplar studies will be used to illustrate the execution of the methods featured. We will also consider 
the varied assumptive bases of key components of research designs such as sampling, generalization, 
and validity, as well as of the major domains of data collection and sources, including interviews, 
participant observation, documents, and artifacts/materials. 
 
 
Course: Using Qualitative Inquiry to Contribute to Social Justice           
Scholar Instructor: Rashawn Ray 
Dates:   Monday-Tuesday, July 22-23 
Social scientists are trained to illuminate social problems, but rarely are we trained to identify potential 
policy prescriptions for the problems that we highlight. This situation is beginning to change as social 
scientists increasingly aim to contribute to social justice by helping to shape interventions that can be 
useful to local, state, and federal stakeholders. We can use qualitative research via stories, first-person 
accounts, in-depth interviews, content analysis, and observations to draw attention to underlying 
mechanisms that define social problems.  Once uncovered, deeper understanding of these mechanisms 
can guide large-scale surveys, direct responses to requests for proposals by private foundations and 
government agencies, inform policy briefs, and even influence new legislation. In this regard, it is 
important for qualitative researchers to think beyond simply highlighting problems in order to also 
develop skills that leverage our work in ways more directly impact people’s everyday lives.  
  
We will discuss qualitative processes to better position course participants in their efforts to design and 
collect data specifically aimed at contributing directly to social justice. Three timely issues—obesity, 
racial disparities in policing, and men’s treatment of women—will be paralleled throughout the course 
as examples of how decision making across the methodological life of a qualitative project can be 
leveraged to address social problems.  
 
The course will cover the following topics: 

• Topic decision making: What part(s) of the social problem can and should be studied? 
• Choosing participants: Who should the participants be? How will you gain access?   
• Designing data collection strategies: For research on sensitive topics, how do you shape data 

collection guides?  How do you obtain IRB approval?  Which research methods and procedures 
are most ethical, efficient, and effective? 

• Developing an analysis plan: How can you capture the holistic stories of participants’ 
experiences? 

• Disseminating results:  How can you develop convincing arguments regarding policy and 
practice? 

• Planning and implementing interventions:  How can findings be used to inform interventions 
and policy prescriptions? 

 
  



JULY 24 (One-Day Courses) 
 
Course:  Framing and Maintaining a Research Agenda  
Scholar Instructor: Fred Bonner 
Dates:   Wednesday, July 24 
One of the most critical topics that researchers must address is how to frame and operationalize a 
research agenda. From developing a researchable topic to revising and resubmitting a peer-reviewed 
publication, understanding the complexities of navigating the research terrain is key. This course will 
focus on the critical steps necessary to develop an active and strategic research agenda. This course is 
ideally targeted for those establishing a qualitative and/or mixed methods research agenda. 
Participants will engage in both theoretical and practical considerations in an effort to divine strategies 
leading to the development of a clear and concise research agenda.  
 
Specific objectives of the course include: 

• To understand how to position and sustain a research agenda 
• To understand the publication process. 
• To provide participants with tools to move their research agenda forward 
• To understand the importance of mentoring   
• To understand the importance of and practices for establishing networks 

 
Topics that will be addressed include: 

• Framing and maintaining a research agenda 
• Writing for publication 
• Successful mentoring approaches 
• Establishing networks 
• Preparing the tenure and promotion dossier 
• Skillsets to be successful in academia 
• Time management and work/life harmony 
• Additional topics generated by our assembled participants 

  
 
Course: Learning from Lived Experience: How We Can Study the World as It Is 

Lived  
Scholar Instructor: Mark Vagle 
Dates:   Wednesday, July 24 
This workshop will explore what “lived experience” means for qualitative researchers and how we can 
study the world as it is lived, not the world as it is measured, transformed, represented, correlated, and 
broken down. In paying close attention to lived experience, we are interested in the felt and sensed 
aspects of our participants’ and our own experiences, as well as the contextual aspects in which these 
experiences are lived. How can we listen to and make sense of this significance and use it in our 
qualitative research?  
  
We will identify lived experiences that we are interested in studying and use theoretical tools from 
phenomenological traditions to explore how we can open up, wonder about, and understand these 
experiences more deeply. We will treat theorizing as an active and generative process of exploration. 
  



We will also put these theoretical tools to use in our data collection processes—focusing on observing 
and interviewing lived experiences. As a concrete example, we will spend time exploring how various 
visual and popular media can serve as data for studying lived experience. With data from some of 
Vagle’s current studies of social class lived experiences in schools and communities, we will further 
practice data analysis using the theoretical tools we have learned. Participants are also encouraged to 
bring their own data and/or research ideas so they can apply these tools and techniques to their work. 
 
 
Course: Mixed Methods Research: Practical Strategies for Integration of 

Qualitative and Quantitative Data  
Scholar Instructor: Cheryl Poth 
Dates:   Wednesday, July 24 
The course will cover an array of strategies addressing the lifecycle of a mixed methods study, from the 
study rationale to plans for dissemination.  
 
We will engage the following: 

• Refining a study rationale for the need for integration  
• Thinking through a design for effective integration 
• Executing rigorous integration procedures   
• Presenting integrated findings both visually and in writing 
• Planning strategic disseminations based on the mixed insights 

 
Participants are encouraged to bring ideas for mixed methods studies that they can explore during the 
workshop. Workshop content is derived from diverse sources including Poth’s chapter in the 
forthcoming Handbook of Mixed Methods Research Integration: Mixed Methods Integration in Times of 
Complexity (2018, Routledge). A suggested reference list will be provided. 
 
 
Course:  Qualitative Analysis: Using the “Sort and Sift, Think and Shift” Toolkit  
Scholar Instructors: Ray Maietta and Paul Mihas 
Dates:   Wednesday, July 24 
The Sort and Sift, Think and Shift qualitative data analysis approach, created by Ray Maietta and his 
consulting team at ResearchTalk Inc., is an iterative process, where analysts dive into data to understand 
its content, dimensions and properties, and then step back to assess what they have learned in order to 
bridge findings with current conversations in their field and to assess implications for practice. The 
method combines tenets and practices from phenomenology, grounded theory, case study and 
narrative research. The ResearchTalk team has utilized and taught this approach for over a decade to 
qualitative researchers across disciplines and industries. 
  
This process of “diving in” and “stepping back” is repeated throughout the analytic process. Researchers 
move from establishing an understanding of what is in the data to exploring their relationship to the 
data. To conclude, they arrive at an evidence-based meeting point that is a hybrid story of data content 
and researcher knowledge. 
  
Each phase of the Sort and Sift method features a toolkit to facilitate analytic activities. 

• The “Diving In” toolkit features tools to use as you read, review, recognize and record your 
observations during data review. 



1.     Quotation identification and data inventory – finding powerful quotations in your data 
and creating an inventory of powerful data segments for each data collection episode  

2.     Diagramming as an analysis tool – using visual diagrams to think aloud about 
connections in data and ‘bridging’ key ideas in your analysis 

3.     Memoing – writing for discovery  
4.     Episode profiles – using diagrams and memos to create visual and written sketches of 

data collection episodes 
5.     Topic monitoring – creating and managing topics, themes and attributes 

The “diving in” tools of the Sort and Sift method are necessarily interdependent and synergistic. 
 

• The “Stepping Back” toolkit features tools to use as you reflect, re-strategize and re-orient after 
your “diving in” phases of analysis.  

1. Mining – mining through memos, topics, document summaries and episode profiles.   
2. Bridging – discovering connections within and across data documents.  

• Story Evolution Tool - interrogating data to understand better how key actors, 
places, time periods, actions, attitudes and emotions interact in the lives of our 
participants. 

• Concept Combination Tool – using the Sort and Sift tools to discern shared 
meaning across developing ideas. 

• Reflection Tools – using memoing and diagramming techniques to 
help  discover, understand and document  

 
The “stepping back” tools of the Sort and Sift method are necessarily interdependent and 
synergistic. 

  
The iterative back and forth between these phases allows you to bridge emergent findings and concepts 
to conversations and practices currently engaged by your colleagues. 
 
 
Course:  Rapid Turn-Around Qualitative Research  
Scholar Instructor: Alison Hamilton 
Dates:  Wednesday, July 24 
Rapid turn-around qualitative research depends on strategic decision-making to make data collection 
and analysis feasible without compromising depth of inquiry. In this vein, we build skills for being 
responsive to what is happening in the field—emphasizing methodological flexibility and remaining 
attentive to opportunities for emergent discovery. To excel at these projects, researchers must not only 
understand how to gain timely access to relevant settings and populations, they must also efficiently 
document the evolution of data collection and analysis. This serves as a bridge to preparing research 
products for different types of stakeholders throughout the life cycle of a project.  
 
This course will provide participants with resources for building the foundational qualitative knowledge 
necessary for this work as well as strategies and tools for increasing methodological flexibility and 
managing the rigor of data collection and analysis. 
 
 
Course:  Styles of Qualitative Writing and Reporting  
Scholar Instructor: Johnny Saldaña 



Dates:   Wednesday, July 24 
Qualitative researchers have a broad palette of writing styles we can use on an as-needed basis for the 
investigative or compositional task at hand.  Eclecticism is an essential skill for documenting social 
inquiry. The more diverse our expressive repertoire, the more each mode informs the others and the 
more credible, vivid, and persuasive our accounts. 
 
In this one-day workshop, participants will gain in-class experience with twelve different writing styles 
for qualitative research reportage, ranging from the descriptive to the analytic, from the confessional to 
the critical, and from the poetic to the autoethnographic. 
 
Workshop participants should bring something to write about—a research study in progress, a first draft 
report, or a completed study such as a thesis, dissertation, or published journal article. Participants 
should also bring a personal device (e.g., laptop, tablet) or hardcopy materials (e.g., notepad, pens) for 
in-class writing exercises. (Miscellaneous qualitative data samples will be provided for those not 
involved with current projects.) 
 
Workshop content is derived from Writing Qualitatively: The Selected Works of Johnny Saldaña (2018, 
Routledge) and the co-authored Qualitative Research: Analyzing Life (2018, Sage). 
 
 
 

  



JULY 25-26 (Two-Day Courses) 
 
Course: Constructing Grounded Theory with Mixed Methods: Creative Ways to 

Produce an Explanatory Framework that Impacts Practice  
Scholar Instructor: Elizabeth Creamer 
Dates:   Thursday-Friday, July 25-26 
A theoretical or conceptual framework can be enhanced by incorporating multiple sources of data in 
creative ways. This interactive course has the practical intent of providing the scaffolding to think 
theoretically about a research project.  A mixed methods approach to grounded theory provides the 
tools to explain what outcomes are achieved, and how and why they come to be. Highly adaptable to 
academic, evaluation and intervention research, this approach sets the stage for further qualitative and 
quantitative research and informs the work of scholars in dynamic practice-oriented fields – such as 
education, nursing, health, business, human development, and information systems.  
 
Shaped by more than two decades of teaching graduate level courses in mixed methods and grounded 
theory, this course highlights some of the ways that a mixed methods approach can be embedded in 
core steps in the development of a grounded theory, including through theoretical sampling, coding, 
analytical memoing, and visualizations. We will consider strategies that can be employed to delve into 
the implications of early results that point to dissonance between the findings from different sources of 
data. Through a series of inter-related activities, participants will experiment with sketching a 
preliminary theoretical framework.  
 
Session Goals include: 

1. Provide an overview of the benefits researchers realize when they combine qualitative and 
quantitative data to develop and refine theory. 

2. Discuss important steps that researchers can take to develop a theoretical grounded theory 
model. 

3. Introduce procedures that are uniquely adaptable to integrating qualitative and quantitative 
data through theoretical memos and theoretical coding. 
 

Creamer is the author of the 2018 SAGE textbook, An Introduction to Fully Integrated Mixed Methods 
Research. Material for the course comes from an in-progress textbook to be published by Routledge, 
Advancing Grounded Theory with Mixed Methods. 
 
 
Course:  Introduction to Qualitative Research: From Principles to Practice  
Scholar Instructor: Alison Hamilton 
Dates:   Thursday-Friday, July 25-26 
New and experienced qualitative researchers alike often ask: “How do I align my qualitative project with 
core principles of the method?”  To facilitate answering this question, participants will engage the 
life cycle of a qualitative study, from early brainstorming to final products, with attention to qualitative 
principles that shape each step and invite insights into the lives of participants and toward an analysis 
that privileges their complex voices. Those attending this course will become more confident in making 
decisions regarding qualitative design, data collection, and strategies for analysis and presentation.  
 
We will engage the following questions: 



• Rationale for using qualitative methods: Why are qualitative methods necessary to address my 
research question(s)? 

• Study design: How will I design my qualitative research project to align study goals with effective 
data collection and preliminary strategies for analysis? 

• Data collection: How will my data collection methods address my research question(s), get 
closer to participants’ experiences, and drive data analysis? 

• Data analysis: What does it mean to "stay close to the data?" How do I do it? Why does it 
matter? How will my qualitative analysis approach help me to arrive at my goals? 

• Study products: What are my intended study products and how will I “get there” from data 
collection and analysis? 

 
Participants will be provided with materials and bibliographies to support design and execution of 
qualitative projects. 
 
 
Course:  Qualitative Research for Applied Practice  
Scholar Instructor: Sally Thorne 
Dates:   Thursday-Friday, July 25-26 
This course focuses on developing skills and confidence in designing and conducting a qualitative study 
for the purpose of translating knowledge into practice in an applied field. We will consider applied 
qualitative research in theory, in process, and in context. That is, we will work through the various 
phases of conceptualizing and conducting a qualitative study whose purpose extends beyond theorizing 
and seeks action-in-the-world. 
 
The course will cover basic elements of the logic of philosophical, theoretical, and disciplinary 
positioning, sampling, data collection options, and interpretation in an applied qualitative research 
context. We will reflect on the relationship between these components of design and the qualities of a 
project that engender work that is trustworthy, credible, and appropriately aligned with the 
investigator’s applied research aims. We will consider how we know what we know and how we make 
knowledge claims, particularly evidentiary claims, on the basis of qualitative investigation. We will delve 
into how applied qualitative researchers transform data pieces into patterns and thematic observations 
into meaningful findings, allowing participants an opportunity to wrestle with the intellectual mechanics 
that data analysis entails. 
 
In addition to instruction, handouts, and a list of suggested references, the course will also include 
interactive components; participants will be invited to ask questions regarding their own inquiry to 
inform the collective thinking of the group.   
 
Course content is adapted from Dr. Thorne’s book, Interpretive Description: Qualitative Research for 
Applied Practice (2nd ed., 2016, Routledge). 
 
 
Course:  Synthesizing Qualitative Data  
Scholar Instructor: Johnny Saldaña 
Dates:   Thursday-Friday, July 25-26 



After qualitative data have been collected and initially analyzed, we are faced with the larger task of 
making meaning across numerous narratives and expanding ideas. This course provides strategies for 
data synthesis—that is, moving into advanced data analysis and integrative theory building. 
  
The workshop will address: 

• Analytic heuristics (categories, themes, assertions, propositions, concepts)  
• Analytic write-ups (memos, vignettes)  
• Data analytic display-making (matrices and diagrams)  
• Theory development  

  
We will make use of an analytic synthesis chart that outlines approaches for integrating meaningful 
ideas and making sense of data and across data. These methods are transferable to any discipline, 
including business, education, social sciences, and health care, etc. 
  
Workshop content is derived from Saldaña’s methods texts including The Coding Manual for Qualitative 
Researchers (3rd ed., 2016, Sage), and the co-authored Qualitative Data Analysis: A Methods Sourcebook 
(4th ed., 2020, Sage), and Qualitative Research: Analyzing Life (2018, Sage).  
 
 
Course:  Urban Ethnography: Method and Substance  
Scholar Instructor: Elijah Anderson 
Dates:   Thursday-Friday, July 25-26 
This course provides knowledge and insight into the ethnographic method.  The ethnographic approach 
to social research involves substantive and methodological issues.  Anderson’s classic work, A Place on 
the Corner (2nd ed., 2003, University of Chicago), and the more recent The Cosmopolitan Canopy (2012, 
W. W. Norton) are used as examples to describe, analyze and explain the process of selecting a social 
setting, “getting in,” writing field notes, “making sense,” and representing ethnographic research. The 
course will consist of lectures in a seminar-style/workshop format. Participants are encouraged to bring 
their own work for commentary and assistance, as time permits.  
 
 
Course:  Writing Effective Qualitative and Mixed-Methods Research Proposals  
Scholar Instructor: Margarete Sandelowski 
Dates:   Thursday-Friday, July 25-26 

Qualitative and mixed-methods research proposals are exercises in artful and mindful 
design, verbal precision, imaginative and informed rehearsal, elegant expression, and 
strategic disarmament. 

 
The focus of this course is on concrete, this-is-how-you-might/should-say-it strategies for writing 
effective and competitive qualitative and mixed-methods research proposals. We will cover 
principles generic to writing such proposals, and specific ways to communicate the significance, 
conceptual framing, methodological details (overall design and strategies for sampling, data 
collection and analysis, optimizing validity and protections of human subjects), and budget 
justification for the planned study. We will also cover strategies for addressing those aspects of 
qualitative and mixed-methods research designs likely to arouse the most concern among reviewers 
less familiar with them, most notably sampling and generalizability in qualitative research, and 
integration in mixed methods research.  



 
In addition to didactic instruction, handouts, and a suggested reference list, the course will also 
include interactive sessions during which participants will have the opportunity, as time permits, to 
ask questions about or present problems with their own proposals. 
 
This course is appropriate for graduate students and faculty in the practice disciplines (e.g., clinical 
psychology, education, medicine, nursing, public health, social work) as well as researchers from 
other fields of study (e.g., sociology, anthropology). 

 
 
  



Scholar Instructor Bios (Organized Alphabetically) 
 
Elijah Anderson  
Elijah Anderson is an American sociologist. He is the Sterling Professor of Sociology at Yale University, 
where he teaches and directs the Urban Ethnography Project. Anderson is one of the nation’s leading 
urban ethnographers and cultural theorists. He received his B.A. from Indiana University, his M.A. from 
the University of Chicago and his Ph.D. from Northwestern University, where he was mentored by 
Howard S. Becker. 
  
Before he joined the Yale faculty in July 2007, Anderson served for many years as the Charles and 
William L. Day Distinguished Professor of the Social Sciences and Professor of Sociology at the University 
of Pennsylvania, with a secondary appointment in the Wharton School; in 2008, he was accorded the 
Charles and William L. Day Distinguished Professor Emeritus of the Social Sciences at the University of 
Pennsylvania. 
  
Previously, he worked as an assistant professor of Sociology at Swarthmore College (1973–1975). In 
1975, he joined the University of Pennsylvania faculty where he rose to associate professor in 1981, and 
to full professor in 1988. He was appointed to the Max and Heidi Berry Term Chair in the Social Sciences 
in 1989, to the Charles and William L. Day Professorship in 1991, and then to Distinguished Professor in 
2001. He has also served as Visiting Professor at Swarthmore College, Princeton University, and Ecole 
des Etudes Hautes en Science Sociales in Paris, France. 
  
Anderson has written and edited numerous books, book chapters, articles, and scholarly reports on race 
in American cities. His most prominent works include Code of the Street: Decency, Violence, and the 
Moral Life of the Inner City (1999, W. W. Norton), winner of the 2000 Komarovsky Award from the 
Eastern Sociological Society, Streetwise: Race, Class, and Change in an Urban Community (1990, 
University of Chicago), winner of the American Sociological Association’s Robert E. Park Award for the 
best published book in the area of Urban Sociology, and the classic sociological work, A Place on the 
Corner: A Study of Black Street Corner Men (1978, University of Chicago). In 2008, he edited Against the 
Wall: Poor, Young, Black, and Male (University of Pennsylvania), which is based on a national 
conference, "Poor, Young, Black, and Male: A Case for National Action?" which he organized at the 
University of Pennsylvania in 2006. His most recent work is The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and Civility 
in Everyday Life (2011, W.W. Norton). 
  
In addition, Anderson has won the Lindback Award for Distinguished Teaching at the University of 
Pennsylvania, and he was named the Robin M. Williams, Jr., Distinguished Lecturer for 1999-2000 by the 
Eastern Sociological Society.  In 2006, he was awarded an honorary Doctor of Science degree from 
Northwestern University. Anderson has served on the Board of Directors of the American Academy of 
Political and Social Science and as vice-president of the American Sociological Association. He has served 
in an editorial capacity for a wide range of professional journals and special publications in his field, 
including Qualitative Sociology (Springer), Ethnography (Sage), American Journal of Sociology (University 
of Chicago), American Sociological Review (Sage), City & Community (Wiley), Annals of the Society of 
Political and Social Science (Sage), and the International Journal of Urban and Regional Research (Wiley). 
He has also served as a consultant to a variety of government agencies, including the White House, the 
United States Congress, the National Academy of Science, and the National Science Foundation. 
Additionally, he was a member of the National Research Council’s Panel on the Understanding and 
Control of Violent Behavior. 



 
Among the most recent awards and honors Anderson has earned are the Cox-Johnson-Frazier Award 
and the W.E.B DuBois Career of Distinguished Scholarship Award, both from the American Sociological 
Association; the Eastern Sociological Society Merit Award; and the William Julius Wilson Award for the 
Advancement of Social Justice from Washington State University. Anderson was invited to deliver a 
keynote address at the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize Forum, which was held at Augsburg College and the 
University of Minnesota. His talk was titled “Race and Space in America’s Cities.” Anderson also 
participated in a panel discussion, “Peace by Design,” about urban spaces, historical injustices, 
infrastructure projects, and community organizing. 
 
 
Fred Bonner 
Dr. Fred Bonner II is Professor and Endowed Chair in Educational Leadership and Counseling at Prairie 
View A&M University.  He is formerly the Samuel DeWitt Proctor Endowed Chair in Education in the 
Graduate School of Education at Rutgers University. Prior to joining Rutgers, he was Professor of Higher 
Education Administration and Dean of Faculties at Texas A&M University-College Station. He earned a 
B.A. in Chemistry from the University of North Texas, an M.S. Ed. in Curriculum and Instruction from 
Baylor University, and an Ed.D. in Higher Education Administration & College Teaching from the 
University of Arkansas.  Bonner has been the recipient of numerous awards, including the American 
Association for Higher Education Black Caucus Dissertation Award. He is the author of the recently 
released book Building on Resilience: Models and Frameworks of Black Male Success Across the P-20 
Pipeline (2014, Stylus). 
 
 
Elizabeth Creamer 
Dr. Elizabeth G. Creamer is Professor Emerita Educational Research and Evaluation in the School of 
Education at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, where she served in a variety of faculty 
and administrative roles. Creamer is a research methodologist who taught graduate level research 
methods courses in mixed methods and qualitative approaches to grounded theory for more than 
twenty years. She is the author of the 2018 SAGE textbook, An Introduction to Fully Integrated Mixed 
Methods Research that introduces a framework for mixing across all phases of the research process. 
Under contract with Routledge, she is in the process of writing a new textbook, Advancing Grounded 
Theory Development with Mixed Methods Research. Over the course of her 35-year career, Creamer 
authored 4 books or monographs, 127 journal articles and book chapters, and 95 conference 
presentations. She led workshops about mixed methods in diverse settings, including in Vienna, Austria 
and Japan. Elizabeth is serving as the fifth president of the Mixed Methods International Research 
Association (MMIRA). 
 
 
Alison Hamilton 
Alison B. Hamilton, Ph.D., M.P.H., a Research Anthropologist in the UCLA Department of Psychiatry and 
Biobehavioral Sciences, received her Ph.D. in medical and psychological anthropology from UCLA in 
2002, and her M.P.H. in Community Health Sciences from UCLA in 2009. 
 
Dr. Hamilton is the Director of the VA-funded EMPOWER (Enhancing Mental and Physical Health of 
Women through Engagement and Retention) Quality Enhancement Research Initiative (QUERI), focused 
on improving women Veterans’ health and health care through implementation science. She is the Chief 



Officer of Implementation & Policy at the VA Health Services Research and Development (HSR&D) 
Center for the Study of Healthcare Innovation, Implementation and Policy at the VA Greater Los Angeles 
Healthcare System, specializing in women Veterans’ health, mental health services research, and 
implementation science. She is also PI of a large-scale NIH study of enhancing organizational and 
individual readiness to address cardiovascular risk among individuals living with HIV. She was a fellow in 
the inaugural cohort of the NIMH/VA Implementation Research Institute and she serves on the editorial 
boards of Implementation Science (BMC), Women’s Health Issues (Elsevier), and BMC Health Services 
Research (BMC). 
 
Dr. Hamilton has been a consultant with ResearchTalk for over 20 years, providing direct support to 
clients as well as serving as faculty for several of the Qualitative Research Summer Intensives and 
mentor at ResearchTalk’s Qualitative Methods Camps. At recent Intensives, she has taught courses on 
qualitative methods in implementation research, rapid qualitative research methods, qualitative grant-
writing, qualitative interviewing, integrated mixed methods research, and enhancing the usefulness of 
qualitative research. Dr. Hamilton is a co-author on Dr. Ray Maietta’s Sort and Sift, Think and Shift 
(forthcoming, Guilford). 
 
 
Ray Maietta 
Raymond C. Maietta, Ph.D. is president of ResearchTalk Inc., a qualitative research consulting company 
based in Long Island, New York and Cary, North Carolina. A Ph.D. sociologist from the State University of 
New York at Stony Brook, with postdoctoral training at Indiana University, Ray’s interests in the art of 
qualitative research methods motivated him to start ResearchTalk in 1996. ResearchTalk Inc. provides 
project consultation and co-analysis services on all phases of qualitative analysis to university, 
government, not-for-profit, and corporate researchers. 
 
More than 20 years of consultation with qualitative researchers informs Dr. Maietta’s publications and a 
current methods book he is writing: 

• “Systematic Procedures of Inquiry and Computer Data Analysis Software for Qualitative 
Research,” co-authored with John Creswell, in Handbook of Research Design and Social 
Measurement (2002, Sage) 

• “State of the Art: Integrating Software with Qualitative Analysis” in Applying Qualitative and 
Mixed Methods in Aging and Public Health Research, edited by Leslie Curry, Renee Shield, and 
Terrie Wetle (2006, American Public Health Association and the Gerontological Society of 
America). 

• “The Use of Photography As a Qualitative Research Method” in Visualizing Social Science, edited 
by Judith Tanur (2008, Social Science Research Council). 

• “Qualitative Software” in the Sage Encyclopedia of Qualitative Research Methods, edited by Lisa 
Given (2008, Sage). 

• “Integrating Qualitative and Quantitative Analysis with MAXQDA” in Journal of Mixed Methods 
(April 2008, Sage). 

• “The Symbolic Value and Limitations of Racial Concordance in Minority Research Engagement”, 
co-authored with Craig S. Fryer, Susan R. Passmore, et al., in Qualitative Health Research (March 
2015, Sage). 

• Sort and Sift, Think and Shift (forthcoming, Guilford). 
 



Ray’s work invites interactions with researchers from a range of disciplinary backgrounds. He is an active 
participant at conferences around the country including invited presentations at American Evaluation 
Association, American Anthropological Association, and American Sociological Association. 
 
 
Paul Mihas 
Paul Mihas is the Assistant Director of Qualitative Research at the Odum Institute for Research in Social 
Science at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He regularly advises graduate students and 
faculty on qualitative methods, specialized software, and strategies for analysis. As a qualitative analysis 
consultant with ResearchTalk (since 2001), Mihas has lectured on qualitative inquiry, design, and 
analysis at several universities, including the University of Puerto Rico, Howard University, and Temple 
University. He has also served as faculty at the annual Qualitative Research Summer Intensive and a 
mentor at ResearchTalk’s Qualitative Data Analysis Camps. He regularly teaches qualitative research 
methods at ICPSR’s Summer Program in Methods of Social Research and at the Global School in 
Empirical Research Methods at the University of St. Gallen, Switzerland, among other universities. His 
interests include narrative analysis, memo writing, and cancer survivorship. He is the former managing 
editor of Social Forces, a journal of sociology published at the University of North Carolina Press. Mihas 
received an M.A. (1989) from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Mihas is a co-author on Dr. 
Ray Maietta’s Sort and Sift, Think and Shift (forthcoming, Guilford). 
 
 
Cheryl Poth 
Cheryl Poth is a faculty member and award winning instructor in the Centre for Research and Applied 
Measurement and Evaluation in the Department of Educational Psychology at the University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. In this role, she has developed and teaches graduate courses in research 
methods and program evaluation. Dr. Poth has an adjunct appointment in the Faculty of Medicine and 
Dentistry and serves as the methodologist on several cross-disciplinary research teams. Her specific 
research interests include enhancing research quality and collaborative research teams in the fields of 
education and the health sciences. She is an advisory board member of the International Institute of 
Qualitative Methodology and served as fourth president of the Mixed Methods International Research 
Association. She serves as associate editor of the Journal of Mixed Methods Research (Sage) and 
editorial board member of the International Journal of Qualitative Methodology (Sage) and Canadian 
Journal of Program Evaluation (Canadian Evaluation Society). She co-authored the 4th edition of 
Qualitative Inquiry & Research Design (2017, Sage) with John Creswell and was conferred the Sage 
Author Cornerstone Award and 2018 McGuffey Longevity Award from the Textbook & Academic 
Authors Association. Her book Innovation in Mixed Methods Research: Guiding Practices for Integrative 
Thinking with Complexity was recently published by Sage Publications (2018). 
 
 
Rashawn Ray 
Rashawn Ray, Ph.D., is Associate Professor of Sociology and Executive Director of the Lab for Applied 
Social Science Research (LASSR) at the University of Maryland, College Park. He is also one of the co-
editors of Contexts Magazine: Sociology for the Public (Sage). Formerly, Ray was a Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation Health Policy Research Scholar at the University of California, Berkeley. Ray’s research 
addresses the mechanisms that manufacture and maintain racial and social inequality with a particular 
focus on police-civilian relations and men’s treatment of women. His work also speaks to ways that 
inequality may be attenuated through racial uplift activism and social policy. Ray has published over 50 



books, articles, and book chapters, and 15 op-eds. Recently, Ray published the book How Families 
Matter: Simply Complicated Intersections of Race, Gender, and Work (with Pamela Braboy Jackson) 
(2018, Lexington) and another edition of Race and Ethnic Relations in the 21st Century: History, Theory, 
Institutions, and Policy (2017, Cognella), which has been adopted nearly 40 times in college courses. Ray 
has written for New York Times, Huffington Post, NBC News, The Conversation, and Public Radio 
International. Selected as 40 Under 40 Prince George's County and awarded the 2016 UMD Research 
Communicator Award, Ray has appeared on C-Span, MSNBC, HLN, Al Jazeera, NPR, and Fox. His research 
is cited in CNN, Washington Post, Associated Press, MSN, The Root, and The Chronicle. Previously, Ray 
served on the 50th Anniversary of the March on Washington Planning Committee and the Commission 
on Racial Justice with Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 
 
 
Johnny Saldaña 
Johnny Saldaña is Professor Emeritus from Arizona State University’s (ASU) School of Film, Dance, and 
Theatre in the Herberger Institute for Design and the Arts. He is the author of Longitudinal Qualitative 
Research: Analyzing Change through Time (2003, AltaMira), The Coding Manual for Qualitative 
Researchers (3rd ed., 2016, Sage), Fundamentals of Qualitative Research (2011, Oxford), Ethnotheatre: 
Research from Page to Stage (2011, Left Coast), Thinking Qualitatively: Methods of Mind (2015, Sage), 
co-author with the late Matthew B. Miles and A. Michael Huberman for Qualitative Data Analysis: A 
Methods Sourcebook (4th ed., 2020, Sage), and the editor of Ethnodrama: An Anthology of Reality 
Theatre (2005, AltaMira). 
 
His most recent books are Qualitative Research: Analyzing Life, a new methods textbook with co-author 
Matt Omasta (2018, Sage), and Writing Qualitatively: The Selected Works of Johnny Saldaña, an 
anthology for the World Library of Educationalists series (2018, Routledge). Saldaña’s works have been 
cited and referenced in over 10,000 research studies conducted in over 130 countries, in disciplines such 
as K-12 and higher education, medicine and health care, technology and social media, business and 
economics, the fine arts, the social sciences, human development, and government and social services. 
 
Saldaña’s research in qualitative inquiry, data analysis, and performance ethnography has received 
awards from the American Alliance for Theatre & Education, the National Communication Association–
Ethnography Division, the American Educational Research Association’s Qualitative Research Special 
Interest Group, and the ASU Herberger Institute for Design and the Arts. He has published a wide range 
of research articles in journals such as Research in Drama Education, Multicultural Perspectives, Youth 
Theatre Journal, Journal of Curriculum and Pedagogy, Teaching Theatre, Research Studies in Music 
Education, and Qualitative Inquiry, and has contributed several chapters to research methods 
handbooks. 
 
 
Margarete Sandelowski 
Margarete Sandelowski is Boshamer Distinguished Professor Emeritus at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill School of Nursing. She has a mixed disciplinary background with graduate degrees 
in nursing and Ph.D. in American Studies. She has published widely in peer-reviewed nursing, 
interdisciplinary health, and social science journals and anthologies in the domains of gender and 
technology, and qualitative and mixed methods research. Among her books are Handbook for 
Synthesizing Qualitative Research (2006, Springer), Devices and Desires: Gender, Technology, and 
American Nursing (2000, University of North Carolina), and With Child in Mind: Studies of the Personal 



Encounter with Infertility (1993, University of Pennsylvania). Her works have been translated into 
Spanish and Japanese. She has been awarded, as Principal Investigator, four 5-year R01 grants from the 
National Institutes of Health, and has served as Visiting Professor at universities in the US and abroad 
including Australia, Canada, Denmark, and the United Kingdom. She was inducted into the American 
Academy of Nursing in 1990, and the Sigma Theta Tau International Nurse Researcher Hall of Fame in 
2015. 
 
 
Sally Thorne 
Sally Thorne, RN, PhD, FAAN, FCAHS, DSc(Hon) is a Professor of Nursing and Associate Dean of the 
Faculty of Applied Science at the University of British Columbia, Canada where she has maintained a 
longstanding program of substantive research in the fields of chronic illness and cancer experience as 
well as scholarship in the fields of philosophy of science, including the epistemological basis of 
disciplinary knowledge development in the health fields, and the nature of evidence claims in a complex 
health policy environment. She is the author of a body of applied qualitative methodological writing, 
including Interpretive Description (2008, Left Coast) and its second edition Interpretive Description: 
Qualitative Research for Applied Practice (2016, Routledge). She is an Associate Editor for the 
multidisciplinary journal Qualitative Health Research (Sage) and Editor-in-Chief for a journal that deals 
with critical scholarship in nursing and health care Nursing Inquiry (Wiley). A longstanding member of 
the Advisory Board for the International Institute of Qualitative Methodology, Thorne also serves on 
several other editorial boards and she consults and speaks on matters relating to qualitative methods 
nationally and internationally.   
 
Link to Professor Thorne’s profile page, with research interests, publications and other information in 
the tabs: https://nursing.ubc.ca/our-people/sally-thorne  
 
 
Mark Vagle 
Mark D. Vagle is Professor and Department Chair of Curriculum and Instruction at the University of 
Minnesota, USA. He has written extensively on phenomenological and qualitative research in journals 
such as Qualitative Inquiry, The International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education, The Journal of 
Curriculum Studies, Cultural Studies—Critical Methodologies, Field Methods, and Teaching Education, 
and regularly teaches university courses, leads professional workshops, and is invited to lecture 
nationally and internationally on the subject. Building off the success of his award-winning first edition, 
his second edition of Crafting Phenomenological Research (2018, Routledge) continues to be the leading 
resource for those interested in a concise introduction to phenomenological research in education and 
the social sciences. Currently, Vagle is using his conception of post-intentional phenomenology to 
critically examine various ways in which issues related to social class take concrete (lived) shape in the 
curriculum and pedagogies of elementary education. His next book, Post-Intentional Phenomenological 
Research for Social Change is scheduled to be released by Routledge in Summer 2019. 

https://nursing.ubc.ca/our-people/sally-thorne
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